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＊TOHOKU UniversityHamamatsuHamamatsu Optronics Cluster

(Life Sciences, IT, Nanotech/Materials)

＊Shizuoka University, Toyohashi University of Technology,   Hamamatsu University School of Medicine

Fukuoka Kitakyushu IizukaFukuoka Cluster for Advanced System LSI 

Technology Development
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＊Kyushu University, Kyushu Institute of Technology,    The University of Kitakyushu, Fukuoka University,    Waseda UniversityKANSAI (Saito & Kobe)Biomedical Cluster Kansai(Life Sciences)＊Kyoto University, Osaka University, Kobe University,    National Institute of Biomedical Innovation (NIBIO),    Center for Developmental Biology6
clusters (Active regions)

Toyam
a M

edical-B
io C

luster  (Life S
ciences, IT, N

anotech/M
aterials)
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＊Kanazawa University, Kanazawa Institute of    Technology, Japan Advanced Institute of Science    and Technology (JAIST)GIFU/OGAKIGifu/Ogaki Robotics.Advanced Medical Cluster　(Life Sciences)＊Gifu University, Waseda UniversityAICHI/NAGOYA　Nagoya Nano-Technology Manufacturing Cluster　 (Environment, Nanotech/Materials)＊Nagoya University, Nagoya Institute of     TechnologyTOKUSHIMATokushima Health and Medicine Cluster 　(Life Sciences)＊The University of TokushimaUBEYamaguchi Ube Medical Innovation Cluster　(Life Sciences)＊Yamaguchi UniversityHAMAMATSUHamamatsu Optronics.Cluster　(Life Sciences, IT)KYOTOKyoto Nanotechnology Cluster　(Nanotech/Materials)＊Kyoto UniversityTAKAMATSUTakamatsu Rare Sugar Biocluster　(Life Sciences)HIROSHIMAHiroshima Biocluster　(Life Sciences)KYUSHU WIDE AREA CLUSTERFUKUOKAFukuoka Cluster for Leading-edge System LSI Design Development 　(IT)KITAKYUSHU SCIENCE AND RESEARCH PARKKitakyushu Human Technology Cluster　(IT, Environment)

KANSAI WIDE AREA CLUSTERNorthern Osaka (Saito)　SAITO Biomedical Cluster(Life Sciences)KOBEKobe Translational Research Cluster　(Life Sciences)KANSAI SCIENCE CITY　Keihanna Human L
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＊Hokkaido University（P.20）

（P.34）（P.22）（P.28） （P.48） （P.30） （P.52）（P.54） （P.50） （P.32）（P.46）（P.44） （P.42） （P.40）

（P.26）（P.24）（P.38） （P.36） （P.8）（P.12） （P.18）（P.10） （P.14）（P.16）　　　＊ :Core Research OrganizationTOYAMA/TAKAOKA　SAPPOROSapporo IT Carrozzeria Cluster　 (IT)　　　＊ :Core Research Organization
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OverviewKnowledge Cluster Initiative (2
nd Stage)

Main Part of the Project0.1 billion yen is ear-marked for promotion
of collaboration with other relevant ministries(e.g. METI’s Industrial Cluster project)
(US $.917 thousand, EU    617 thousand)

Expansion Program 
＊1(optional program)・Over 50 million yen/ project / year　 (US $.459thousand,       EU    309thousand)
・Maximum : 1/2 of the Main Part

Structure

＋

1. Purpose
The purpose of the Knowledge Cluster Initiative （1st Stage ）is to create a "concentration of knowledge and talent" (i.e. a Knowledge 
Cluster) for internationally competitive technological innovation. This is achieved by research organizations, R&D-oriented companies 

and other participants, working around a core of universities and public research institutions that are centers of knowledge creation. 
Stress is placed on the autonomy of local governments. This program is the phase 1 program for formation of Knowledge Clusters.

2. Budgetary Measures
・2007.government budget: 3.4 billion yen ( US$ 31.2million, EU    20.9million) 
　2006 budget: 10 billion yen  (US$ .91.7 millon, EU    61.7 million)
・500 million yen (US $.4.6.million, EU    3.1 million) per year for each Cluster, over five years.
・Grants for core organizations (e.g. science and technology foundations) designated by local governments
　 (calculated as US$1=109yen, EU    1=162yen)

1. Purpose
Following the results obtained during the Knowledge Cluster Initiative (1st stage), MEXT strongly supports the formation of world-class clusters while focusing on a ”Selection and Concentration“ approach. 

2. Budgetary Measures・2007.government budget: 5.5 billion yen ( US $50.5 million, 
   EU    34 million) 
・Flexible budget allocations to regions according to their R&D field   and their degree of progress, over five years.
・Make consigning contracts with core organizations (e.g. science and   technology foundations) designated by local governments　＊Sets the minimum amount of expenditure by local actors to       develop clusters.
・Sets aside a certain part of the budget for the “Expansion Program”   to encourage collaboration with other clusters and/or institutions   in different regions (both in Japan and overseas) to enhance   competitiveness.  　(calculated as US$1=109yen, EU   1=162yen)
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